HE GREAT, CHILLY OUTDOORS

Photos by Koreena Haynes / USFS

Eall had definitely arrived by the time students from the Kulshan Creek
eighborhood Program ventured on Oct. 1. to Schrieber's Meadow along the
anks of Mount Baker. Artists Theodora Jonsson and Sarah Detzer led a class
on landscape and light drawing that captivated students’ attention despite the
drizzle. Participants also completed an orienteering course to sharpen their
map, compass and GPS-unit skills. Before heading down the mountain,
students enjoyed the warmth of a campfire. The program targets a Mount
Vernon neighborhood that is low-income and mostly Hispanic. Partners include
the Mount Vernon Police Department, the U.S. Forest Service, the National Park P
Service and North Cascades Institute.

Kulshan Creek Nelghborhood Program students Sarahy
Cruz, 12; Alondra Dominguez, 12; Johanna Morales, 14;
Lisset Tovar, 8; Itzel Juarez, 12; and Maycol Ibanez, 12
share a poncho Oct. 1 to get out of the rain.
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| Amy Shakiee and her sons, Noah (mlddle) and 3
Ell apply cvellow palnt 1o rocks and bouiders in the

reekicomm!

‘garden. The Shaklees

belorgg to the Mount Vemen Second Ward of the
| Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. They were
pamclpating in the churh’s anqual day of service.

|By. KATHY. BOYD
|Features Writer

MOUNT VERNON
— A churcli's recent day
|,of service benefited the
Kulshan Greek neighbor-
hood. |

Dozens of parishio-
ners — nearly tiie entire
Mount Vernon Second
Ward of the Church of

esus Christ of Latter Day

aints — turned out Satur-
day, Sept. 17. to complete
g number of commumty
service projects within the
Kulshan community. They
also improved the new off-
leash dog park &t Baker-
view Park.

Three people spearhead-
éd the projects: Megan

etterson, animal-control
fficer with the Mount
Vernon Police Dejiattment;
Kulsban Creek Neighbor-
hood Resource Officer Jon
Gerondale; and Second
ard project organizer
i‘anya @arcia.
Petterson said about 80

vorked to create a covered
dar structure at the dag
ark. Then they built a cul-
ert and sitting area at the
intrance to the Kulshan
eck community garden
Ind installed a community
E:uvxty boatd along the
ulshan Creek walking
Fail.
| Garcia said the church
hose the Kulshan project
or its anmial day of service
fecause it would benefit a

'Kulshan nelghborlmod
ocus of fall cleanup
by church volunteers

large number of people and
take a relatively short time
to complete. She said she
felt fortunate to work with
Petterson and Gerondale,
who helped identify tasks
that were easy/1o complete
‘in just a few hours and
were flexible enough to
accommodate all the vol-
unteers. even children as
young as 3.

“I feel it is very impor-
tant to teach our children
at a young age to serve and
show their friends that ..
they, toa, have made & huge
difference m their commiu-
nity? Garcia said.

The church particularly
was interested in the gar-
den aspect of the project,
to enable families without
yaids or gardens lo grow
their own produce.

“What better way to
help, especially in these
times of need.” Garcia saith

The volunteers also built
four bookshelves for the
Kulshan Creek Nelghbor-
hood Station, applied coats
of paint bn peighbarhood
signs and picked up trash
along the Kulshan walk-
mg trail bmween Norfsh
Bakemqw Paﬁt

Petterson said the fin-
ished proejects are a boon
to Mount Vernon residents.

“The dog park and

Kulshan Creek neighbor-

hood have been greatly
improved, and the commu-
pity can be proud of the
work accomplished,” she
said.



